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CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTS BOARD

FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

Hearing Date: November 16, 2015

Subject Matter of Proposed Regulations: Architect Registration Examination (ARE)
Transition

Section Affected: Title 16, California Code of Regulations (CCR), Sections 118.5 and
119.8

Updated Information

The Initial Statement of Reasons is included in the file. The information contained
therein is updated as follows:

There were two non-substantive changes to the text of the proposed rulemaking file,
the first deletes the introductory sentence, which is inaccurate as ARE 5.0 will not be
offered until November 1, 2016 and is unnecessary, and the second, deleting “and
versions thereafter” from the language to avoid any confusion and clarify the version of
the examination to be taken and credited.

The proposed regulations will not have a significant adverse economic impact directly
affecting businesses due to the modification of the licensing examination. The
modification to the examination credit will not have an impact on the ability for
businesses to compete in other states or within California, as it only impacts individuals
who are in the process of becoming licensed. These individuals are not required to be
employed to take the licensing examination, only to have met the requirements for
examination eligibility.

Local Mandate

A mandate is not imposed on local agencies or school districts.

Small Business Impact

This regulation will not have a significant adverse economic impact on small business.

Anticipated Benefits of This Requlatory Action

The proposed regulatory amendment aligns credit for ARE divisions specified in the
regulations with the nationally accepted model. The proposal also creates a chart for
those candidates who transition from ARE 4.0 to ARE 5.0, allowing candidates to retain



credit for divisions of the ARE passed in prior versions. Candidates who change their
licensing jurisdiction to California will retain credit for divisions taken in other
jurisdictions.

Consideration of Alternatives

No reasonable alternative which was considered or that has otherwise been identified
and brought to the attention of the board would be more effective in carrying out the
purpose for which it was proposed or would be as effective and less burdensome to
affected private persons than the adopted regulation or would be more cost effective to
affected private persons and equally effective in implementing the statutory policy or
other provision of law.

One alternative would be to keep the status quo, but if the Board does not adopt the
proposed amendment, candidates would be unable to receive new or transitional credit
for examinations in the updated format. This would cause an adverse delay in
completion of the ARE, and subsequently licensure.

Objections or Recommendations/Responses

There were no objections or recommendations regarding the proposed action.
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