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Mandatory Continuing Education:
Zero Net Carbon Design – Why?

In this time of unprecedented climate emergency 
California Climate Action can have a global impact



The Climate Emergency - it’s all about the carbon

“Our goals are inadequate to the reality we’re experiencing” 
- Governor Gavin Newsom 9/11/20



Buildings pollute - they contribute >40% of global carbon emissions 
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Time is short – we have only ten years



“Every building we touch over the next ten years 
needs to be brought to zero emissions in a way that 
is both cost-effective and supports decarbonization 
of the grid”

Rocky Mountain Institute – December 2019
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Local and State Codes are changing



California is the world’s 5th largest economy and a center of global innovation  

The nation and the world are watching how we respond to climate change

As leaders in Climate Action, California can make a difference in the world

Why is California Climate Action critical?



Mandatory Continuing Education:
Zero Net Carbon Design – How?

Prepare the profession for a rapidly changing world 

Protect the public’s health, safety and welfare in a time 
of rapidly advancing climate destabilization



Mandatory Continuing Ed Requirements Across the Nation*

California ranks 48th out of 53 states and territories 

Avg MCE hrs / yr / state 10
12+ MCE hrs / yr 42 79%
8-10 MCE hrs / yr 4 8%
0-2.5 MCE hrs / yr 7 13%

*Source:  NCARB and AIA National 



Goals: Mandatory Continuing Education in Zero Net Carbon Design

 Educate all architects in California about Zero Net Carbon design

 Prepare all architects to protect the public’s health, safety & welfare

 Prepare all architects for rapidly changing energy codes 

 Mobilize the profession to help lead statewide de-carbonization 

 Focus first on reducing operational carbon, expand to resilience 

 Ensure qualified instruction for all courses

 Collaborate with the California Architects Board (CAB) 



Details:

 AIA CA proposes 5 additional LU’s in Zero Net Energy Design to be 
required every two years for architecture licensure

 AIA CA will make courses available free to all California architects

 AIA CA will draw from an extensive network of experts to ensure 
quality course providers



Benefits to the Profession and the Public:
 Foundational expertise: Provides California architects with a basic 

understanding of the profession’s role in reducing carbon
 Practice Support: Equips California architects with useful tools to 

prepare for future code cycles
 Free CE courses: AIA CA committed to providing free, qualifying 

education for these hours to members and other architects
 California leadership: Advances our state’s national leadership in 

climate action and rapid de-carbonization
 Social Equity:  De-carbonization will create new inner-city jobs and 

help protect disadvantaged populations from severe climate impacts 



Resolution passed by the AIA California Board of Directors July 23:

Work with the California Architects Board to promote and obtain a 
requirement for architects to complete an additional 5 hours of 
continuing education in building decarbonization/Zero Net Carbon 
Design every two years as a condition of license renewal beginning with 
the 2023 renewal cycle.

How can we work with CAB to achieve this important goal?



AIA CA COTE: Moving Forward | Bill Leddy, FAIA
One site.
Countless challenges.
A looming deadline.
Seven and a half billion clients.
This is the ultimate design project.

This is why we’re here. 

- AIA Climate Action Plan, April 2020
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